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Field Study Report:  Summary
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to Katherine Turcios
Graduate Diploma Cohort:
Inquiry in the Reggio inspired classroom
Mentor:
Angela 
Term:
summer
Date:

Teaching and Learning Environment in which your Field Study occurred:

(Please include the grade level, and general character of any classes involved in your classroom inquiry.)

Grade 2/3 French Immersion. A very active class.
Focus and Rationale:

I think this will give me a better idea when assessing my students and give me a bigger picture of their learning and progress.  I think that it will be useful to see the students' perspectives on their learning and progress.
Inquiry Question(s) Pursued:

How might I use documentation to encourage critical thinking in my students?

-How might I or my students choose documentation that is relevant?

-How might I or my students be more reflective with the documentation of their learning?

-How do I share my and students' documentation with parents, families and school community? 

Outline of Field Study Design:


-Introduce class blog to students so they could use it as way to reflect on what is being documented. Practice logging in and making post on their blogfolio so it is easier to do when we are posting more meaningful work.
-Practice using different methods of documentation so my students and I can be more comfortable with this process

-Becoming familiar with language used to reflect on documentation in written and oral work

-Making time to revisit what we have documented on a regular basis by using refletion journal, class blog or orally
-Refering to core competencies as a framewok for critical thinking and reflecting


Successes and Challenges:

I have always enjoyed taking pictures of my students, particularly during special events such as field trips, sports day or final projects.  My students as well like taking photos of things they have done in class such as structures they have built on their own or with friends. At the end of the school year I would show them the photos that I took and the students loved seeing what they had done and how they and their friends had changed throughout the year.  When I decided to do documentation as my field study question I thought this would be easy since I already take a lot of pictures.  I think one of the challenges that I found during my field study was thinking about the ways I documented.  I found that recording students with audio was hardest since it took time to go back and listen to what the students said.  At the same time there was value in listening to these again because it helped me to take notice of some students more attentively that normally would fly under the radar.  I think the greatest success I had was when showing students their pictures of their work and the thoughtful reflections they had when they described their process.  I definitely found their was more value in taking the time to look back at what we have done while we are in the process of learning about a specific theme rather than waiting till the end.
Connection to Educational Research, Individuals, Theories:

'Tizianna Filippini in the Documentary: Transforming our perspective "Documentation is something you do while you are working with the children"  As I mentioned previously  I had always tried to document my students while they were working but I never thought  about the why of this.  I have learned to better understand how my students see their work by giving  them the opportunity to reflect on it.  In hearing and reading their reflections my initial image of some of my students changed.  With this new information I began to think about how I could better support their learning needs.  In this documentary the pedagogistas say "You may have an idea on what you want to observe, what you want to capture and maybe how this may be done, but it's just going back and reflecting on this material…is something you learn."  At the beginning of my field study I wanted a quick way of getting my results.  I realized that taking photos, videos, jotting down notes, etc was great to do, however it became more valuable to me when I would look back and reflect on what I had observed.  In chapter 13 The pedagogy of listening: The Listening perspective from Reggio Emilia "Listening produces questions, not answers"  I have found that through using documentation in my classroom I am asking my students questions that I hope will encourage self-reflection and a desire to improve in their learning. I also came up with questions that reflected on my teaching practice and how I could improve.
In chapter 3 of Making Teaching Visible the teachers working with a groups of students found that documentation panels they were making provided support for their students memories.  I found this to be especially relevant to my class.  We had gone on a field trip to SFU.  The next day they did a journal entry about the field trip, we first began to brainstorm about what they could write about and then we looked at the pictures and video I had taken during the field trip.  While we looked at the pictures and videos they were talking about what they saw and more things came to their memory.  It was interesting to see how their writing was more detailed and how it was more individualised than other times.  
In chapter 13: Using and Sharing Your Observations with Others "What you see and hear in your daily onservations will give you a wealth of ideas for planning a curriculum that is meaningful and relevant to the children's lives" During my field study I found that because I was making an effort to document so my students could reflect on their learning; I also reflected a lot on my own teaching practice.  Looking back at this year there are some things that I would like to try again and others that I will do completely differently.  I have discovered that Pedagogical documentation is useful when you look at it retrospectivly and prospectively. I found that when talking with my mentor group about my efforts at documenting; that they would often be a great resource in helping me in planning my next steps for my field study.  Knowing that I was accountable to my promise partner also helped to look at my plans for the future.  I found that during my field study I was making more time to do meaningful activities that were based on the interest of my students.  When this happened I found they were more engaged in their learning and wanted to take things further than if I decided everything for them.  This reminded me of the constant theme of seeing children as citizens and having them take ownership of their learning. 


Summary of Learning:

a)
In one or two paragraphs, please summarize the significant insights you gained this semester.  (What were your “aha!” moments?)

I think one insight I have gained this semester is learning that it doesn't have to be perfect and that it will be messy.  After having visited the University Child care center at SFU I felt inspired on the documentation around the different rooms.  I felt this is something that I could aspire to.  I realized very quickly that this does not happen overnight and although I feel more comfortable in documentation I am still growing in this learning.  I have also discovered that even though I may be limited by resources such as lacking in technology, this should not be something that should prevent me from trying out new things.  Whether it be in my field study or other parts of my life.

With regards to my field study itself I recently had my students do a journal reflection.  The two questions were: 
1. Do you like taking pictures of the activities we do in class?

2. How does seeing the pictures of the different activities help you get better in your work.  

To introduce these two questions I reminded the students about how I was going to school and how I wanted them to help me with answering my field study question.  I got this idea from a member of my mentor group who had done something similar with her students when sharing her last learning statement. Most of my students wrote about how they enjoyed looking back at their work because it made them feel proud of what they did and how they liked to have the memories to be able to share it with their friends and families.  There was one student's response which kind of surprised but at  the same time was very telling of him.  For the first question he wrote "No! Because I don't like seeing my mistakes" At the beginning of the year this student had a bit of a bumpy beginning.  He was very work avoidant, often had outburst that came out of no where.  He would also take a long time getting started on anything and would sometimes ruin a page from erasing so often that he would ask to start over again.  After reading his reflection I started to think of all these behaviours and how they made more sense.  He is a bright child but I find he has perfectionist tendencies.  Putting these pieces of information together has helped me to see him and other students like him in a different way.  I have discovered that with students like him they are seeing the product more than the process of their learning.  Previously this was my way of documenting; focussing on the final product.  I have found that there is so much more value in looking at the process when looking at the progress of my students and my own.
With the second question most of the students talked about how when they look at their pictures they feel more positive about themselves and felt encouraged to keep trying new things even when something becomes difficult.   There was one student when answering this question had a hard time.  In the end I really had to help her to come up something despite the fact that this was their own thoughts and feelings.  She as well came in with some struggles at the beginnig of the year.  She has very high anxiety when speaking in unfamiliar situations. When doing reading assessments I need to prepare her a few days in advance so she know what day I will be reading with her.  She is very much someone who wants to please and do things perfectly.  She likes structure and guidelines because it is something that makes her feel safe.  I have found that doing these reflections is not just a once a month thing but should be an ongoing process and way for students to continue to look back and see how they can improve. Being more comfortable with self-reflection is something that I would like to continue to encourage with my students and again this is something that I need to remember to do on a regular basis in my own practice.

b)
How has this Field Study impacted yourself and your practice in relation to the program capacities?
In going through the process of my field study I have found that the program capacities that have impacted myself and my practice are: Collaborate in learning communities to support your teaching practice and Explore contexts and environments that support and respond to learners’ needs.  I greatly appreciated having a promise partner in our mentorship group as it held me accoutable to continue with my field study even though I felt that it wasn't going as I had originally planned.  Being able to talk with other members of my mentor group also gave me the opportunity to voice my concerns and to feel supported when I had questions that came up after trying something in my classroom. I have also been able to collaborate with colleagues at school and share my learning with them through professional development opportunities.  I found this helped me see the growth and progress in my learning.  During the field study process I found that I had many preconceived ideas about Documentation.  Being able to explore different contexts of documentation from our readings and in visiting other classrooms has helped me to remember that there is not a one size fits all way of doing things and that I need to remember to adapt in order to respond to my students' learning needs and to my own.  I hope that as I continue on with this program I can continue to grow and learn in these capacities as well as the others.
c)
Describe how these insights have (or will) change your teaching practice and approach to inquiry.

When beginning the field study I was quite nervous with having to come up with a question, collecting data and reporting out on it.  It all seemed very daunting and often times I would be doing things with my students and would wonder how this is related to what my question is? Am I answering my question correctly? I have found that when it comes to inquiry I have to be ok with some ambiguity and that by then end I may not have a definite answer.  I have come across other insights about myself and my students as learners that helped me to be more reflective in my teaching practice.  One that I would like to do is to make time for journaling reflections; not just for myself but also for my students.  I have found this year that I sometimes doubted whether my students were ready to think about their thinking and have found that given the chance they are able to be thoughtful in talking about their own learning.  Often times during the field study I needed to look back at my question to remember what I wanted to explore. This is something that I would like to do more with my students. Revisiting questions I think is an important step in inquiry because each time you can gain new insights and see things from a different perspective.  
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